
Are you completely sure that Osama Bin Laden was the mastermind behind 9/11? That 
Princess Diana actually died in a car accident? Or that John F. Kennedy was shot by a lone 
wolf? 
 

War of truth 

 
It happens after every spectacular event. First the official story comes. Then all the 
speculations. Are the terror attacks, the incidents or the assassination attempts actually 
orchestrated by the authorities, or maybe by secret and powerful brotherhoods in their attempt 
to strengthen their position?  
    Conspiracy theories has always fascinated people. The explanation is simple, according to 
professor in social medicine, Per Fugelli. 
-Conspiracy theories are born because people has a strange fascination towards the terrifying, 
horrifying and cruel. 
But should we take them serious? Or is it mostly nonsense? 
 
A terrifying event beyond any fantasy were broadcasted live on TV on September 11th 2001. 
Two commercial airplanes crashed into World Trade Center, one hit the Pentagon and one 
crashed in Pennsylvania. The official explanation came instantly; It was a totally surprising 
terrorist attack, and Al-Qaida was behind it. The terror attack justified a “world wide war 
against terror”.  But it also feeded millions of conspiracy minds.  
Two movies regarding 9/11 are introduced these days (in Norway, few months behind US in release): 
“United 93” and Oliver Stones “World Trade Center”. 
But if you are looking for other versions of the truth, you don’t have to search for long. 
 
On the internet there are lots of sites discussing 9/11 and alternative theories are presented. 
A home made documentary, Loose Change, which can be downloaded for free (more than 

 



7mill downloads so far) is one of the most ambitious project to prove the official story is 
false. Step by step it explains the holes in the official explanation of what happened on 9/11. 
Video material, pictures and testimonies have been edited for a one hour movie telling us that 
the world was set up in September 2001. 
Researcher, Ola Tunander, at peace research center (PRIO) in Oslo agrees: 
- The official story is not credible. In the years after 9/11 many private persons has gone to 
the media telling about suspicious observations. But they have been turned down by both the 
media and the authorities as “not credible”. But now, recognized scientists present research 
results and material that questions the official investigation, Tunander says. 
     He has written an article in the anthology “9/11 & the American Empire: Intellectuals 
Speak Out”, where scientists from both USA and Europe question the official story of 
September 11th.  It is being released in USA this fall. 
- Among the writers we have a specialist in steel constructions who was involved in the 
testing of the actual steel used in WTC. There is also an officer from Pentagon, a former 
economist in the Bush Administration, and also prominent physicists and social scientists. My 
contribution to the anthology is terrorism in a more general historic perspective, says 
Tunander. 
     The experts are specially interested in the way the twin towers collapsed. 
- Both the twin towers, and WTC7 which never was hit by a plane, collapsed in almost free 
fall speed. That means that the main structures on all sides must have collapsed at the same 
time. 
And if that happened without controlled demolition, it is a remarkable coincidence, from a 
statistic point of view, says Tunander. 
 
The collapse of the twin towers is one of the main points in “Loose Change”. Dylan Avery, 
a 22 year old student, actually planned a fiction movie, saying that US Government was 
behind 9/11. But after his research, he realized he did not need to fantasize. 
- I know this is very hard to accept. But I have done research for over 3 years now, and the 
evidence is just overwhelming. You get to a certain point when you look at all the pictures, 
video clips and testimonies – and you say to yourself: No way! There is no way the official 
story can be right, says Avery in his bonus material in Loose Change. 

     Professor Per Fugelli believe such theories are created to fill up peoples biological needs 
and instincts. 
     - Freud said: “Never forget that human being are animals”. 
In our search for security, we are also drawn towards horror, like horror and science fiction 
movies. It creates adrenalin and makes our heart go faster, and also strengthen our muscles. In 
other words, emergency preparedness is trained by our fear. 
     Fugelli also says that the theories fill peoples need to fantasize – and that they satisfy the 
human discovery instinct. 
     - Acting a little like Sherlock Holmes, figure out something and blame the authorities, is 
fascinating to many.  
     Professor in psychology at the University in Oslo, Svenn Torgersen, says there are two 
possible reasons that people believe in such theories: 
     - What you see as a conspiracy can either be felt personal and it bothers you – or the 
excitement is enjoying you. 
     He is not sure what make some people believe in conspiracy theories easier than others, 
there are no studies on the subject. 
     - Your experiences earlier in life might have something to do with it. And some are more 
sceptical and suspicious than others, says Torgersen. 
 



Historian in religion, Terje Emberland, and folklorist Arnfinn Pettersen, are both passionate 
and critical to conspiracy theories.  
     - Conspiracy theories is like a virus in your mind that kills critical thinking, says Arnfinn 
Pettersen, and says it is important to know the conspiracy thinking. They divide it into two 
categories: Incident-conspiracies and all-including-conspiracies. 
     - The first category concentrate about dramatic events with large consequences, like 9/11 
and JFK. The reason why conspiracy theories are born, is that people don’t accept that 
something with large consequences can happen as a result of coincidences. Therefore they 
desperately try to find the big reason behind it, says Emberland. 
     The fans of all-including-conspiracies, believe that everything fits together. 
      - They believe that cruel and powerful conspirators are behind everything which is painful 
and difficult in the world. For instance, they blame the Jews and the Satanists and think they 
are behind it, says Pettersen. 
     - Who defends conspiracy theories? 
     - Mostly religious or political extremists. They claim to know the absolute truth. And when 
they realize they cant win, they explain it with “evil forces” who are working against them, 
says Emberland. 
 
- The history shows that authorities several times have made up terror attacks to justify 
resolutions or military actions, says PRIOR-researcher Ola Tunander. Italy in the 70`s is one 
example. The Government was behind terrorist actions against their own people, and blamed 
the anarchists and communists. They now had a reason to attack unwanted groups. In later 
years, this has been determined in Italian court. 
I don’t think the media created picture of terrorists as “crazy Islamists without scruples” 
shows the actual truth. 
     He says it is important not to underestimate those who question the official stories. 
     - Personally I don’t like the description “conspiracy theory”, it ridicules a subject which 
should be taken seriously. 
 
Motive is an important element in conspiracy theories regarding 9/11. Who benefited from 
9/11? Al-Qaida or George W. Bush? 9/11 ment that the Bush Administration could declare a 
full scale war against terror already the following day.  
According to Former National Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Richard Clarke, Rumsfeld 
suggested on September 12th, that they should launch an attack against Iraq, because “there 
were no good targets in Afghanistan”. In October 2002, the Congress gave Bush carte 

blanche to “use the American armed forces in every way he felt necessary, to secure the US 
against the constant threat from Iraq”. 
     - It was important for the Bush-administration to have the peoples support before 
launching an attack against Iraq, which they pointed out as a terrorist-nest, says former 
surveillance chief in Norway, Alf Roar Berg. He is now working in a firm where retired 
officers give advice to companies regarding security and critical emergencies. Berg was the 
leader in surveillance between 1988 and 1993, and knows very well what happens when there 
is an emergency, both in the military and behind closed doors in the Government. 
     - We should not turn our back to those who question the official information, says Berg. 
     - Is there a lot of secrecy when an incident like 9/11 happens? 
     - When a nation experience a terrorist attack, there will always be an evaluation of what 
kind of information they should share. Both because of investigation matters, or simply 
because to much information can be damaging for the Government. Conspiracy theories have 
often been ridiculed or turned down by both the media and academics.  



      Berg believes that the official story of 9/11 is credible, but says the Government might 
have information about the attack they don’t want to share with the public. 
      - Maybe they don’t see the complete picture themselves and therefore choose not to share 
all the information. 
 
Former Prime Minister, Kåre Willoch, does not believe the accusations against Bush, and 
that the Government orchestrated the attack in order to go to war against Iraq. 
     - It is well known that the attacker starts to misinform in order to confuse the defence. 
There have been lots of wrong explanations regarding big events, and that creates suspicion. 
The September 11th attack was very dramatic and surprising, and therefore conspiracy 
theories will occur.  
 
A Zogby poll shows that 50% in New York believe that the Government knew about the 
attacks and deliberately let it happen. 2/3 want the Congress to start a new investigation. 
Willoch is surprised. 
     - When that many questions the authorities, it is very alarming, he says. 
 
 
What about us Norwegians? Do many of us believe in conspiracy theories? Yes, says Terje 
Emberland. 
    - Our common sense actually make us sceptic to the official explanations. Therefor, we are 
most likely disposed for believing in conspiracy theories. He also think that our disbelief in 
religious, political, scientific and political authorities make us seek for “truth” in other places.  
     - The world is chaotic, insecure and complex. Lot of sad things happen which we cant 
explain, therefore we are looking for a simple explanation. 
     Emberland mention the war in the Middle East, on human need to find the “bad” and the 
“good” ones. 
     - Are conspiracy theorists insane? 
     - They are not clinical insane, but we are talking about a twisted logic. Where there are no 
meaning at all, they still see it. And they never stop looking for hidden connections. Someone 
who suffers from persecution mania thinks that everyone is against him. Conspiracy theorists 
believe that they are defending a group against “evil forces”, says Emberland. 
 
Should we neglect conspiracy theories completely, Kåre Willoch? 
     - I wouldn’t say yes in general. There are always lots of theories after dramatic events, and 
one day one of them could be right. 
 
 

 
Note: Some sections are not translated, since they are not to relevant regarding 9/11. 
And when you find any translation errors, Im sure you do, never mind ;-) 
 
 
 
 

 


